
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven
“God is soon going to shake things up in unbelievable ways. In that awesome shaking of all things, God will raise up true shepherds who will feed hungering sheep.” -  David Wilkerson   [December 17, 2010]

“Everything is in place for economic, financial, social and political failure not only in the US, but in many other countries as well. The result will negatively impact the world for sometime to come. Materialism is coming to an end. You have been warned.” - Bob Chapman [ex-editor of the Wall Street Journal]

“Very soon the greatest catastrophe in the history of the United States of America will take place.” - Porter Stansberry, Economist and research analysis who clearly predicted the 2008 credit crisis in 2006.  

“The Earth is littered with the physical remains of human folly and human hubris. We seem condemned as a species to drive ourselves and our societies toward extinction, although this moment appears be the denouement to the whole sad show of settled, civilized life that began some 5,000 years ago. This time when we go down it will be global.” Chris Hedges, journalist, philosopher, March 2011

“For those who haven’t read Orwell’s classic prediction of our time, “Big Brother” could tell the “citizens” any lie and it was accepted unquestioningly..…..we Americans, with our “free press,” are at this point today: ….the government has become so profoundly confident of its ability to deceive people that they make virtually no effort to even appear credible. A people as gullible as Americans have no future.”   Dr Paul Craig Roberts, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury in the Reagan Administration.

“Dr. Caldicott, What can we say to people who are in denial of the problem?”
Dr. Caldicott: “Most people are psychically numbed by the nuclear problem. The environmental effects of nuclear war are referred to as "collateral damage," but nuclear winter could in fact end life on earth as we know it. This is the ultimate spiritual and religious issue ever to face the human race. For what is our responsibility to God to preserve the creation and evolution? We are the curators of possibly the only life in the universe and our responsibility is enormous. We must therefore dedicate every waking and sleeping moment to the preservation of creation. We are all physicians to a planet that is in the intensive care unit. The New Nuclear Danger is now the Grays Anatomy for a new breed of global physicians. Learn it and you will become ultimately powerful and equipped with the necessary knowledge that will drive our new crusade for global preservation.” Dr. Helen Caldicott, Distinguished author, physician, co-founder of Physicians for Social Responsibility, March 2011

"If mankind is to survive we shall require a substantially new manner of thinking." Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 

“Human societies are as intoxicated and blinded by their own headlong rush toward death and destruction as they are by the search for erotic fulfilment.” Sigmund Freud in “Civilization and Its Discontents”
As the world’s population grows and increasingly more of its population embraces and buys into industrialization, modernization and large-scale commercial exploitation of the environment, the faster our health and that of our planet is being eroded. But our advanced technocratic civilization has been built on the expectation and promotion of constant growth, market expansion and increasing consumption. These essential requirements of capitalist imperialism come up against the planet’s finite and limited resources. As more and more people fight for control over limited resources, global peace and prosperity is threatened, the purity of the environment compromised and the quality of life and health is dwindling. This is not some speculative theory or media hype; this is FACT and the reality is starting to challenge the forces of capitalist imperialism until the collision between the illusion and reality will sooner or later push the system into crisis. As economic/environmental crises and socio-political upheavals increase, capitalist imperialism becomes less predictable and less effective in satisfying human needs which only exacerbates the problems. 

Without a doubt the past ten years have seen a marked increase in popular uprising, wars and revolutions, famines and plagues, earthquakes and floods. This generation has also seen a world-wide increase in terrorism, crime, drug trade, addiction, emotional problems, family breakdown and instability in markets and trading. The same pattern exactly was observed in the build up to the two great wars of the last century and many informed observers say the prospects of another devastating war are looming. Eventually the fight for control over limited resources will precipitate the collapse of the system. Even a nuclear war waged by desperate countries is not out of the question. A crash is inevitable, only the timing is uncertain. This isn’t what a few weird, religious cults are saying; it’s what numerous sober-minded scientists are saying. 

Most people refuse to check the facts and figures for themselves and persist in denying the realities, others face these prospects with passive fatalistic resignation, and others make money out of the predicament by selling weapons and solutions that actually make the situation worse. What should the servants of the Messiah say and do in this situation? They should say and do exactly what the Messiah said and did in his day as he prepared his followers for the coming destruction of their nation by the Romans. What are the servants of the Messiah actually doing today?
Natural disasters like earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis, floods, droughts and pandemic disease are generally regarded as “Natural events” that take place in accordance with the laws of nature that we only partly understand. The prophets of the Old Testament as well as the Messiah and his apostles referred to certain disasters like Noah’s flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, the plagues of Pharaoh and the earthquake of Korah as acts of God’s judgment. In particular the prophets of both New and Old Testaments warn of numerous natural disasters and wars:  
Jeremiah 4:20-22 – “Disaster follows disaster; the whole land lies in ruins. In an instant my tents are destroyed, my shelter in a moment. How long must I see the battle standard and hear the sound of the trumpet? "My people are fools; they do not know me. They are senseless children; they have no understanding.” 

Jeremiah 8:12 – “What man is wise enough to understand this? Why has the land been ruined and laid waste? It is because they have followed the stubbornness of their hearts.”

Hosea 4:5-6  “You stumble day and night, and the prophets stumble with you. So I will destroy your mother. My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge."

The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 was foretold by the Messiah when he said: “For this is the time of retribution in fulfilment of all that has been written….. pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen.”  Other New Testament passages indicate that those words also apply to the next time of extreme natural disasters and wars expected in the last days.

Paul explained:” God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.”  

Peter warned: ”the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” 

John’s visions show how the judgment and destruction of ungodly men will take place. The events described in his vision are said to be wreaked upon the inhabitants of the earth by angels but the effects look very much like natural disasters and wars.

Many natural disasters of the past and the great time of extreme natural disasters and wars expected in the last days are God’s acts of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. What about where we live in the middle of history? Are all disasters and wars simply natural events and nothing more? Is the God of the past and future not the same as the God of our generation? Isn’t there some explaining to be done here?
Thousands of scientists are worried about the future. Few have any credible positive thing to say! Many Christian pastors continue with “business as usual” as is if there’s nothing to be said or done. 

The word of God [Logos] speaks with authority and is absolutely true – it is neither pessimistic cynicism nor defeatism which ultimately leads to despair and death nor a deluded optimism or fantasy of the imagination. The word of God [Logos] is no more and no less than complete truth and reality and it will ultimately undermine any existing delusions. 

Our response to the crisis we face should not be one of denial, unfounded optimism nor hopelessness. Jeshushua the Messiah never used scripture to support superstitious fantasies, delusions of grandeur or pious smug optimism. He said we have a part to play in the future world we can and will create when this present civilization collapses. We can now be planting the seeds of his Kingdom which means we will be building the foundations of the new kingdom that will appear when the Messiah appears as universal King and Judge. In fact as we build the new foundations we hasten the collapse of the old and in so doing we minimize the extent of suffering caused by attempts to save the old cracked unsustainable system. The seeds of the Kingdom of the Messiah are not individual people living a good, honest life. The seeds of the Kingdom of the Messiah are communities of disciples actively learning, growing in the spirit and walking in the footsteps of the Messiah.
How do we discover who the enemies of the Messiah and His Kingdom are? It’s not that difficult – if you just love and help people, do good works, pay tithes, pray a lot and keep your mouth shut, you will never know who the enemies are.  But if you simply begin to walk in the footsteps of the Messiah and do as he did, then those who ridicule, criticize and oppose you are exposing themselves as the enemies of the Kingdom. Our Messiah said: “If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.” - John 7:17  
“And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19

 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” Psalm 119:105

“Your word is truth.” John 17:17 -      Can we fully understand the secret mysteries of the kingdom?
“Then he told me: "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near.” Revelation 22:10   
“Since no man knows the future, who can tell him what is to come? ….the wise heart will know the proper time and procedure. For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter. Ecclesiastes 8:5-7 

“Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets.”

 "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.” 
Amos 3:7  &    Matthew 13:11
“Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand.” Daniel 12:9-10

“Seventy sevens are decreed for your people and your holy city to seal up vision and prophecy” – Daniel 9:24. [The prophecy of Daniel will not be sealed forever but only for a season of seventy sevens]

Referring to the abomination of desolations in the book of Daniel, Jesus said: "The one who reads will understand” meaning that those who study the prophet Daniel will recognize the abomination of desolation and understand what is happening.

I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down…….in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished just as he declared to his prophets [literally – the secret will be ended as revealed to his prophets]. Revelations 10:4-7  
These words describe a task to be carried out by those our Messiah has chosen:  “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Matthew 16:19   These words have been somewhat mistranslated. This translation implies that Peter can do whatever he likes and God will simply endorse that. The Catholic church believes on that basis that they have a mandate to make up new doctrines.

 

Bible scholars point out that there are hundreds of passages in the modern bibles that have been mistranslated either through ignorance or intentionally by those who want to hide the power of the good news from us. English/Greek New testament parallel translations with commentaries and the Greek dictionary help us understand the mistranslations. Here is the literal and unbiased translation: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you shall [or should] seal and contain on earth will be what has been sealed and contained in heaven, and whatever you shall [or should] unseal and release on earth will be what has been unsealed and released in heaven." Matt 16:19.   

The context of the passage in the gospel narrative gives a good indication of what Jesus meant. He had previously said that Peter only realized that Jesus was the Son of God through a revelation from heaven. Then he said they should keep that a secret - like a sealed scroll. In this passage, unsealing means bringing insight and understanding of things previously hidden. “Bind up the testimony and seal up the law among my disciples.” Isaiah 8:16. Mark uses the same word “unseal” when the Messiah illustrates how the mysteries of Christ are revealed through teaching. Mark 4:22 
The Bible declares that in the last days, prophecy will be clearly understood by those seekers of truth who are lead by the Holy Spirit. Does the church realize that? Yes, in some quarters; already there are some with a good [but not yet perfect] understanding of this book.
Calculations for processing the responses of the group of 22 people [so far] and the chart that the calculations have yielded reflect what's happening among zealous followers of Yahushuah today. The chart indicates that "Darkness is passing and the true light is already shining." The realities shown in the charted results agree perfectly with all of Scripture.
Jeshushua the Messiah said he would give Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven. The key of knowledge is one of those keys. That’s the kind of knowledge [insight] that comes through Holy Spirit revelation. The word of God says that the things we do on earth mirror the things God does in heaven. So as we study the word of God and seek to understand it, God releases [unseals and reveals] the mysteries of His kingdom to us. Not before then! “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” By neglecting to study the word of God and seeking to understand, we bind and seal God’s revelation; we can limit God’s power in our lives. – Luke 11:52  Acts 7:51 James 1:5
For centuries the Catholic church forbade ordinary people from studying the Word of God in their own language. But in a very real sense our desires and actions in purity of heart will release the revelation and power of God in our lives and on earth.
Do we now have the keys of the kingdom of heaven? There is no doubt about this – “Whatever you shall [or should] unseal and release on earth will be what has been unsealed and released in heaven." - Matt 16:19.    Yes we can and will receive the keys.  

